Student-centered Learning?

Scenario # 3

To what degree does the scenario below point to student-centered learning?  Rate itfrom 0 (low) to 10 (high).  Make a list of the areas that contribute to a student-centered learning environment and a second list of those that distract from it.

Since all of the scenarios below are incomplete, you are welcome to make presumptions as long as you state them up front.

In an eighth grade science class students are studying ecosystems.  The teacher has identified several different types of simulations, available on the Internet, of different ecosystems. The simulations range from the water cycle to a food chain to the impact pollution on water systems, and many more.  Students are encouraged to select the ones that most interests them, partner with another student and use the simulation to answer the questions on the worksheet that the teacher has developed.  The questions are based on ecosystem topics identified in the Vermont Science Grade Expectations. Once completed, they will turn in the worksheets to the teacher who will grade them and returns them to the students.  The students are allowed to select a different simulation and may “rework” the questions they got wrong and resubmit them to the teacher.  If they get them correct the 2nd time there is no penalty for the first incorrect response. 
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