Student-centered Learning?
Scenario # 4

To what degree does the scenario below point to student-centered learning?  Rate itfrom 0 (low) to 10 (high).  Make a list of the areas that contribute to a student-centered learning environment and a second list of those that distract from it.

Since all of the scenarios below are incomplete, you are welcome to make presumptions as long as you state them up front.

Students are learning about geometry in math class in the 9th grade. The teacher has identified the specific goals and grade expectations that will be assessed and given the students a rubric that will assist the students in carrying out their work in a successful manner. Before they begin the teacher meets with each student individually and asks him or her a series of questions about geometry.  After the response to the questions, the teacher works with the students to develop a plan on what the students needs to know and do in order to successfully complete the unit.  The plan is sent to the parents via Google docs where parents are encouraged to add their ideas and suggestions.  The teacher presents the students with a variety of “projects” they can select including working with geometric shapes in their school, home, community at large or the world community using the Internet. Throughout the unit the teacher presents a series of mini lessons that will assist students in understanding certain concepts.  Students may select which mini lessons to attend based on their plan. For a final project, students must, using what they learned about geometry, construct a model that would be useful in the community they selected.
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